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Yorktown July 4th Celebration
Reaches 25th Anniversary
Changes in Store for Celebration; Volunteers Needed

Almost a quarter century
ago, a tradition was born in
York County.  As a result of
the patriotic spirit that was
rekindled during our national
Bicentennial celebration of
1976, a few County residents
united and organized the first
official 4th of July Celebration in Yorktown in 1980.  They
believed it was important to commemorate and enjoy this im-
portant day in Yorktown where General George Washington

York Board Lowers Tax Rate
At its April 6 regular meeting, the York County Board of

Supervisors approved the Fiscal Year 2005 Operating Budget
and adopted the tax rates for 2005.  One of the major factors
influencing the FY2005 budget process was the significant
increase in real property assessments.  The County reassesses
real property every two years with the new assessment becom-
ing effective at the end of each odd year (for example, 1999,
2001, 2003, and so on).  Two of the major factors driving the
increase in assessments are the low interest rates of the past
two years and the demand to live in York County.

In order to partially offset the significant increase in real
property assessments, the Board reduced the real estate tax
rate by 4.25 cents from $0.86 to $0.8175 per $100 of assessed
valuation.  During its many work sessions addressing the pro-
posed budget the Board of Supervisors worked diligently with
the County's staff to identify the best possible formula for lower-
ing the tax rate.  The Board reduced the proposed expenditure
budget by approximately $1.7 million and used $510,000 of
unallocated revenue included in the proposed budget to make
up the balance of the $2.25 million necessary for a tax reduction
of this magnitude.  The new tax rate will be reflected on tax bills
due June 5.

As always two of the top priorities in the budget are Educa-
tion and Public Safety.  From Fiscal Year 2004 to Fiscal Year
2005 County funding for the School Division operations will
increase by $3,143,901, or 10 percent.  The approved budget
also includes the addition of twelve positions to help the Depart-
ment of Fire and Life Safety continue to meet the demand for
emergency medical and fire services as well as comply with
safety mandates.

For more information on the approved budget please visit
the County's web site at www.yorkcounty.gov, or you may
call the budget office at 890-3700.

Hurricane Season Begins June 1
Now is the time to prepare for hurricane
season.  See the article on page 7.

York River rages during Isabel. Bay Tree Beach Rd. after Isabel.

See Fourth on page 6



County Administrator ........................................................... James O. McReynolds
Public Information Officer .............................................................. Gregory C. Davy
Information & Publications Coordinator ........................................ Gail L. Whittaker

Citizen News
York County, Virginia Summer 2004Vol. 25,  No. 2

Citizen News is published quarterly for the citizens of York County.  One copy is
mailed to each household in the County.  Address comments to P.O. Box 532, Yorktown,
VA, 23690 or call 890-3310.

Board of Supervisors Actions

Board Appointments

February 3, 2004
Amended the York County Code to increase the allowable income amounts for elderly

and disabled persons to the current limits under Housing and Urban Development
guidelines and to increase the amount of tax relief available in each income bracket.
These two changes are conservatively estimated to provide $300,000 in tax relief to
eligible homeowners. This reflects an increase over the current program of more than
$100,000.
February 17, 2004
Approved a use permit authorizing the establishment of a senior housing indepen-

dent living facility on a portion of property located at 222 Commons Way.  The pro-
posed development would be an approximately 121,270-square-foot four-floor building
containing 100 dwelling units, including a mix of one and two bedroom apartment-
type units. The facility would also include one hospitality suite for short-term guests.
Common amenities for residents would include a dining/multipurpose room, library,
theater, exercise area, computer room, beauty salon, and a small retail store.
March 2, 2004
Authorized the implementation of a Route 17 Property Improvement Grant Program.

See related article on page 4.
March 16, 2004
Approved an addition to Chapter 21 of the York County Code to provide for the par-

tial exemption for certain rehabilitated or renovated commercial or industrial struc-
tures.  See related article on page 4.
April 6, 2004
Authorized an exemption to the height regulations to allow a 140-foot self-supporting

communications tower with a 12-foot antenna located at the York County Public
Safety Building at 301 Goodwin Neck Road.  The new tower/antenna structure is
replacing an existing 92-foot tower/antenna.  The new tower/antenna will serve as part
of the York County-James City County-Williamsburg Regional Emergency Communi-
cations System.
Approved the imposition of tax levies upon tangible personal property, upon machin-

ery and tools, upon mobile homes, and upon real estate for the calendar year 2004, and
prorated taxes on mobile homes; and approved the budgets and the appropriation of
funds for the Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2004, and ending June 30, 2005.  See
related page 1 article.
Adopted the FY2005-2010 Capital Improvements Program as a long-range planning

document.
April 20, 2004
Commended the Outstanding Youth of the Year award winners.  The 2004 recipients

are:  Scott Percic for Compassion, Tony Orband for Community Service, Nick Renison
for Courage, and Christine Miller for Overall Achievement.  The four recipients, their
families, and nominators were honored at a reception held in their honor on May 4 and
at the Board of Supervisors meeting that evening.  The Outstanding Youth Awards
Program was established as a jointly sponsored initiative by the Board of Supervisors
and the 1989–1990 Youth Commission.  The program seeks to recognize exemplary
character, achievement, and service among the County’s high school-aged residents.
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Contact Your Board Member
District 1

Walter C. Zaremba
106 Royal Grant Drive

Williamsburg, VA  23185
(757) 890-3328 (voice mail)
zaremba@yorkcounty.gov

District 2
Sheila S. Noll

133 Tradewinds Drive
Yorktown, VA  23693

(757) 890-3329 (voice mail)
noll@yorkcounty.gov

District 3
Kenneth L. Bowman
109 York Point Drive
Seaford, VA  23696

(757) 890-3330 (voice mail)
bowman@yorkcounty.gov

District 4
James S. Burgett

106 Pageland Drive
Yorktown, VA  23693

(757) 890-3331 (voice mail)
burgett@yorkcounty.gov

District 5
Thomas G. Shepperd
134 Stone Lake Court
Yorktown, VA  23693

(757) 890-3332 (voice mail)
shepperd@yorkcounty.gov

Historic Design Committee
Nancy Laurier
Robert (Chuck) Murray, Jr.
Harvey Weinstein

Wetlands Board
Diane Short

If you are interested in serving on a board,
commission, or committee, call 890-3320
and request a board bank application.  You
can also complete the application on-line.
Visit www.yorkcounty.gov, click on "Local
Government," "Boards, Committees, Com-
missions," and finally on "Submit an Appli-
cation."
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Parents Needed
Therapeutic foster parents and relief

parents are needed to provide a struc-
tured family environment for behavior-
ally challenging teens.  Ability to work
with problematic behaviors required.
Financial compensation, training, and
ongoing support is provided.  For more
information, call Terry Wagner at 564-
2484.

Head Start Taking Applications
York County Head Start is now ac-

cepting applications for the 2004-2005
school year.  This program is accredited
by the National Association for the Edu-
cation of Young Children (NAEYC) and is
licensed through the state by the Depart-
ment of Social Services.  Enrollment is
open to families meeting federal income
guidelines and whose children are aged 3
to 5 (after September 30). This free pre-
school program extends services to in-
clude the special needs of children with
disabilities and now includes a full day
and half-day schedule.

Children attend Head Start classes
September through May on Tuesday
through Friday mornings for half-day
sessions, and Monday through Friday
year-round for full day sessions.  Children
receive a USDA breakfast and lunch,
while the child's family receives case
management services.  York County Head
Start is licensed for 117 children with
seven classrooms located throughout the
County.  Transportation is provided on a
limited basis within the County.

Head Start does not discriminate in
any of its programs and activities on the
basis of race, color, national origin, gen-
der, religion, age, disability, political
beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or
family status.

If you would like more information
about Head Start or would like to volun-
teer, call 890-3888, or visit the office
located in the Griffin-Yeates Center, 1490
Government Road in Williamsburg.

Taxes Due June 5
Personal Property and Real Estate

taxes for the first half of 2004 are due on
or before June 5.  Taxes are considered
late on June 6 and penalty and interest,
which are calculated separately on each
item, will be assessed.  Tax bills were
mailed to all York County citizens in
April.  If you did not receive your bill,
contact the Treasurer's Office for your tax
amount.  Each bill shows the assessed tax,
the tax relief (according to the Personal
Property Tax Relief Act of 1997), and the
total tax now due.  Since York County
prorates Personal Property taxes on
motor vehicles, citizens are taxed for the
actual number of months the vehicle was
owned for the first half of 2004.

Taxes may be paid by mail, at the
Treasurer's Office, or deposited in the
Treasurer's Office drop box at the Finance
Building, 120 Alexander Hamilton Boule-
vard in Yorktown.  Taxes may also be paid
on-line at our web site:
www.yorkcounty.gov/treasurer.

The Treasurer's Office is open Mon-
day through Friday, 8:15 a.m. to 5 p.m.
For more information, call 890-3420, or
visit the web site.

If You File Schedule C or C-EZ . .
. . . with your Federal Tax Return,

you are considered engaged in business.
If Line E on this form indicates that your
business is located at a York County
address or is left blank (which indicates
the address on your tax return is your
business location), it is presumed that
your business is operating in York
County.  If you haven't obtained a York
County Business License, you are in
violation of County and state laws.

In addition to being required to
obtain a business license, you also need to
file a Tax Return of Business Tan-
gible Personal Property, Machinery
and Tools, on all your business furni-
ture, tools, and equipment.  For more
information, call the Commissioner of the
Revenue's Office at 890-3383, or visit our
web site:  www.yorkcounty.gov/rev-
enue.

Holiday Collection Schedule
Curbside garbage collections will

not be affected by the Memorial Day
holiday on Monday, May 31.  All residents
should place their containers at the front
roadside by 7 a.m. on their regular collec-
tion days.  Please remember that collec-
tion often takes place earlier than normal
on holidays because of less traffic on our
roads.

Curbside collections for recycling
only will take place as follows:
Monday, May 31 recycling items will
be collected on Saturday, May 29.
(NOTE:  Because July 4 falls on a Sun-
day, neither service will be affected.)

The York County Waste Manage-
ment Center and VPPSA Compost Facil-
ity will be open on Memorial Day for the
delivery of garbage, recyclables, and yard
debris as well as the purchase of compost
and mulch.  However, the administrative
offices will be closed in honor of the holi-
day.  Please contact the Waste Manage-
ment Center at 890-3780 for more infor-
mation.

Mosquito Info. Available
Call 890-3790 to have a "Mastering

the Mosquito" pamphlet sent to you or
visit Mosquito Control on-line at
www.yorkcounty.gov/eds/index.htm
to learn more about the County's pro-
gram.  The pamphlet is also available at
the local libraries.  Also, there will be a
County Courier interview in early June
on WYCG-TV46 about current control
activities and the designated mosquito
control week featured during the last
week of the month.  Watch WYCG-TV46
for program information.

County Unveils Web Site
Those planning vacations to

Virginia’s Historic Triangle, businesses
interested in leasing space in York
County’s Riverwalk Landing project, and
York County citizens all have excellent
reasons to visit Riverwalk Landing’s new
web site: www.riverwalklanding.com.
The site features links to useful informa-
tion such as leasing information, fre-
quently asked questions, a project history,
a calendar of events, a construction
timeline, a photo gallery, and more.
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Rt. 17 Corridor Revitalization Program Takes Shape
by Jim Noel, Executive Director - Office of Economic Development

The Industrial Development Authority (IDA) was tasked by
the Board of Supervisors in March of 2003 to develop a plan to
improve the appearance and economic viability of the Route 17
business corridor.  In response to that direction, the IDA formed
a Route 17 Revitalization Committee comprised of County staff,
Route 17 business owners, Virginia Department of Transporta-
tion (VDOT) staff, and representatives from the following orga-
nizations:  York County Chamber of Commerce, Planning Com-
mission, Master Gardeners, and the Beautification Committee.
In August of 2003, the Committee completed a final draft of the
Route 17 Corridor Revitalization, Recommendations for Action,
and a comprehensive report assessing the current condition of
the corridor and presenting 13 action options to improve the
business environment.  The action options were broken into
three categories:  Business Incentives, County Initiatives, and
Regulatory Reform.  The report was presented to the Board in
September 2003 at a work session and subsequently modified to
reflect the Board's input.  The IDA formally adopted the report
in November 2003, and staff began implementing selected
action options.  These initial steps included landscaping in
medians, shoulders, and other rights-of-way areas, and adding
Block Number signs at major intersections.

Three of the key action items were formally implemented in
March and April of 2004.  The first of these three items was
amending the County's Zoning Ordinance to require that all
future service stations built in the County must remove the
underground tanks, canopies, and car wash facilities if the
station is vacant for more than nine months.  While this ordi-
nance does not impact existing gas stations, it will allow the
County to control this type of development in the future.

The Route 17 Revitalization Committee recommended that
many of the automobile-related uses be examined and perfor-
mance standards developed or amended to ensure that this type
of commercial activity, if permitted, would be a positive element
in the area they are located.  In order to accomplish that, new
standards were adopted for all motor vehicle and transportation-
related uses, service stations and auto repair garages, conve-
nience stores and car washes.  Additionally, changes were made
to the Zoning
Ordinance in
the General
Business Dis-
trict that im-
pacts the vast
majority of the
Route 17 corri-
dor.  The
changes were
mandating
that conve-

nience stores, car washes and gas stations would require a
Special Use Permit as opposed to being permitted by right.  This
will allow the County to ensure that any new businesses in these
categories will enhance the overall corridor.

The second action item implemented was the approval of a
partial tax exemption for certain rehabilitated or renovated
commercial or industrial structures in the Route 17 corridor
that are a  minimum of 20 years old.  The Board of Supervisors
approved an ordinance allowing this tax exemption at its March
16, 2004 meeting.  This tax exemption is applicable to commer-
cial or industrial structures that have been substantially reha-
bilitated or renovated and are located within a thousand feet of
the center line of Route 17.  In order to qualify for this tax
exemption, the property must be improved in a manner that
increases its value by no less than 25 percent.   The value of the
improvement is then exempted from real estate taxation by the
County for a five-year period.  It is hoped that this financial
incentive will encourage property owners in the Route 17 corri-
dor to rehabilitate older buildings in a manner that will increase
their businesses' appearance and profitability.  It is estimated
that there are approximately 90 commercial or industrial struc-
tures within the Route 17 corridor that are 20 years old or older.
Any renovation or rehabilitation of these structures will contrib-
ute greatly to the aesthetics of the overall corridor.  Anyone
interested in participating in this program should contact the
York County Real Estate Assessment Office at 890-3720.

The third initiative is the property improvement grant
program.  This program offers dollar for dollar matching grants,
up to $20,000, for exterior renovation, sign improvement, land-
scaping, demolition, and general property improvements.  If
design assistance is needed, the program includes a free initial
consultation with a landscape architect or architect.  The Route
17 Revitalization Committee began taking applications on April
5 and six grants have already been awarded.  Grant winners will
receive a sign identifying them as a Route 17 revitalization
project.  It is hoped that these signs will be seen all over the
corridor symbolizing new energy on Route 17.  Applications can
be downloaded from the web site:  www.yorkcounty.gov.

For more
information
on the Route
17 Property
Improvement
Grant Pro-
gram, call the
Economic
Development
Office at 890-
3317.

Tabb Lakes Center on Route 17.



Citizen News          Page 5

The YThe YThe YThe YThe York Counork Counork Counork Counork County School Divisionty School Divisionty School Divisionty School Divisionty School Division
302 Dare Rd., Yorktown, Va. 23692  (757) 898-0300  yorkcountyschools.org

School Calendar set for 2004-05 school year
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Channel 4Channel 4Channel 4Channel 4Channel 47!7!7!7!7!
School Board Meetings

About Our Schools
Closing/Delay Announcements

School Concerts & Events
Reading Corner

Math Corner
NASA Why? Files

Science, History & Foreign
Language Shows

Student-Produced Shows
High School Video Yearbooks

Graduations
School Information Bulletin

Board

Did you attend York County schools
in the 1940s, 50s, 60s or earlier?
Would you be interested in sharing
your experiences and memories for
our video record? If so, please call
Jenny Swall at 898-0492 or e-mail
jswall@ycsd.york.va.us

Did you attend
York Co.
Schools?

September

6 Labor Day Holiday

7 All Students Report

October

8 Early Dismissal/Student Assessment Day

13 Interim Reports Issued

November

2 Election Day - Student Holiday

10 Last Day, First Quarter

11 Veterans’ Day - Student Holiday

Elementary - Parent Conferences

12 Second Quarter Begins

17 Report Cards Issued

24 Early Dismissal

25-26 Thanksgiving Holiday

29 Schools Reopen

December

10 Early Dismissal/Student Assessment Day

15 Interim Reports Issued

17 Last School Day Before Winter Holiday

January

3 Students/Teachers Return

17 King Holiday

24 7th Period Exams

25 High School Exams - Early Dismissal

Middle Schools - Early Dismissal

Elementary Schools - Early Dismissal

26 High School Exams - Early Dismissal

Middle Schools - Early Dismissal

Elementary Schools - Early Dismissal

27 High School Exams - Early Dismissal

Middle Schools - Early Dismissal

Elementary Schools - Early Dismissal

28 Student Assessment Day

31  Third Quarter Begins

February

2 Report Cards Issued

21 Presidents’ Day Holiday

March

4 Early Dismissal/Student Assessment Day

9 Interim Reports Issued

28 Spring Break Begins

April

4 Schools Reopen

8 Early Dismissal/Student Assessment Day

11 Fourth Quarter Begins

13 Report Cards Issued

May

13 Early Dismissal/Student Assessment Day

18 Interim Reports Issued

30 Memorial Day Holiday

June

13 7th Period Exam

14 High School Exams - Early Dismissal

Middle Schools - Early Dismissal

Elementary Schools - Early Dismissal

15 High School Exams - Early Dismissal

Middle Schools - Early Dismissal

Elementary Schools - Early Dismissal

16 High School Exams - Early Dismissal

Middle Schools - Early Dismissal

Elementary Schools - Early Dismissal

Last Student Day

17 Student Assessment Day

TBD BHS, GHS, THS, YHS Graduations
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defeated Lord Cornwallis in the last major
battle of the American Revolution.

This Independence Day, Yorktown's
4th of July Celebration marks its 25th
Anniversary.  It has steadily grown over
the years to where it is now the largest,
single annual event in York County.
However, organizers strive to maintain
the small hometown flavor of the festivi-
ties.  Its continuing theme, "Yorktown, A
Family Affair," is indicative of the com-
mitment to providing a clean, safe, whole-
some, family-oriented event for everyone
who wishes to join the celebration of our
nation's independence.

Activities for this year include the
Yorktown Freedom Run 5K, Arts and
Crafts Fair, Classic Car Show, Children's
Game Area, the Annual Parade, Enter-
tainment Stage, patriotic evening Con-
cert at the Victory Monument, and the
Fireworks display.

One major change enacted this year
to help ensure pedestrian safety is desig-
nating the celebration as a pedestrian
only event.  With the exception of event
support staff, Yorktown residents and

Fourth, continued from page 1

business employees, visitors driving into
Yorktown will be directed to the battlefield
parking area at the corner of Cook Road
and Ballard Street.  Guests will walk from
there to the venues on and around Main
Street or to visit the waterfront area.

The 4th of July Celebration is a
carefully planned event directed by the
year-round efforts of the all-volunteer
Yorktown Fourth of July Celebration
Committee, in cooperation with the sub-
stantial support of several hundred other
volunteers, various civic organizations,
the National Park Service, Colonial
National Historical Park, and numerous
York County and Virginia state depart-
ments and agencies.  If you would like to
assist in the preparations for the 2004
celebration, or if you would like to volun-
teer to help on July 4th, please call Bar-
bara Rollins at 898-6157.  For informa-
tion on how you or your company can
provide financial support to the celebra-
tion, please call Sam Meredith at 766-
2309.  For event details and information
updates, please visit the web site:
www.yorkcounty.gov/fourth.

Flooding:  How You Can Reduce the Threat in Your Area
Severe weather - hurricanes,

nor'easters, strong thunderstorms - is a
certainty in our area.  Storms like these
can and will create flooding problems in
our community.  Although we can't pre-
vent flooding when a 500-year storm
deluges our area, there are some actions
we can take to reduce the impact of flood-
ing from future rain events.

Learn how your drainage system
works.  In housing developments, it's
normal for the drainage system to funnel
through a central area.  That may mean
that stormwater
drains into a central
drainage ditch, a
retention lake/pond,
or a combination of
these.  Either system
has areas that can
be considered critical choke points where
a single blockage can cause stormwater to
back up and flood large areas.  It's impor-
tant to know how stormwater moves
through your neighborhood and the
location of those choke points.

The single most important action we,
as individuals, can take to help reduce the
threat of flooding is to keep our property

and adjacent land
clean and free of
debris and trash.
Don't dump yard
waste and trash into
drainage culverts or
ditches.  Keep your

drainage grates, pipes, and ditches
around your home clean at all times,
including the drainage ditches along the
road in front of your home.  Debris such as
trees, branches, and garbage will block
pipes under driveways, drainage culverts,
and main drainage
systems.  Dispose of
debris by utilizing
the County's waste
collection program
(see page 8 for more
information).  Check
any critical choke points in your drainage
system and notify the proper agencies for
assistance.

Do not place walkways or fences
across drainage ditches or emergency
spillways.  Walkways and fenches trap
branches and leaves during major storms
and will block the drainage system.  Dur-
ing a severe storm, walkways can dislodge
and block the drainage downstream.

Homeowner Associations and housing
areas with retention lakes or ponds should
routinely inspect and clean them.  Re-
move floating trash
and debris that will
eventually find its
way to the outflow
pipe.  Inflatable toys,
buckets, cut logs,
landscaping timber,
tires, styrofoam coolers, and plastic bags
are just some of the items that have been
found blocking drainage systems.  People
who live adjacent to these lakes, ponds, or
major drainage culverts should keep

trash, woodpiles, lawn furniture, and
other items away from the edge of the
water.  As water rises during the storm,
these items can float away and block the
major drainage system at a critical choke
point.  A single blockage at one of these
choke points can cause significant flood-
ing problems to numerous homeowners.

For more information on preventing
flooding in your area, visit the Storm-
water Advisory Committee's web site at
www.yorkcounty.gov/stormwater or
the York County Department of Environ-
mental and Development Services' web
site at www.yorkcounty.gov/eds.  A
brochure entitled, "A Homeowners Guide
to a Healthy Stormwater Drainage Sys-
tem," has additional information and can
be found at these web sites, at the
department's office on Service Drive, the
Public Information Office, and the
County's libraries in Yorktown and Tabb.
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County Department Helps
Rebuild Landscape

Hurricane Isabel had a devastating
effect on thousands of trees throughout
York County.  Although it isn't possible
to replace all the trees lost during the
hurricane, York County's Division of
Grounds Maintenance and Construc-
tion has coordinated the replacement of
35 mature flowering and ornamental
trees that were lost at Kiln Creek Park,
Chisman Creek Park, Tabb Library,
York Hall, York/Poquoson Courthouse,
York County Administration Center,
and the Yorktown Post Office.

Due to the generous contribution
by the Williamsburg Area Council of
Garden Clubs, York County was able to
replace one very important maple tree
at the front of York Hall.  The Arbor
Day Tree Dedication was held March 11
at York Hall.  Pictured with the new tree
are: (left to right)  Molly Nealer, York
County Parks & Recreation; Jim
Orband, York County Extension Agent;
Ruth Maruca, WACGC Arbor Day Tree
Planting Chairman; Geneva Hunt,
WACGC Arbor Day Chairman; Thomas
Shepperd, York County Board of Super-
visors Chairman; Ann Fulford, WACGC
President; Ellen Simmons, York County
Legislative Assistant; and Joanne
Chapman, York County Landscape
Coordinator.

Hurricane Season Starts June 1
June 1 is the beginning of the Atlan-

tic Hurricane season; however, Virginia's
season starts mid-August.  Hurricane
Isabel made landfall last year exactly four
years and one day after Hurricane Floyd
hit our area.  There's no better time than
today to review your preparedness plans
and what you can do to protect your fam-
ily and property.

Think about the supplies you needed
during and after Hurricane Isabel (i.e.
bottled water, canned goods, batteries for
flashlights and radios).  Remember, the
power went out and refrigerators were off.
Limit the
amount of food
you store in
the freezer and
be prepared
with food that
does not re-
quire refrig-
eration.  When
the power goes
out, you can't
buy gasoline
and go to the
ATM to get
cash.  It's a
good idea to
fuel your
vehicles and
keep extra
cash on hand before the storm hits.

Re-read your insurance policy to
make sure the coverage is adequate for a
hurricane and that it covers wind and
water damage.  Secure important papers,
such as birth records, deeds, wills, and
insurance policies.  If you live in a storm
surge zone or mobile home, decide where
your family will go if the County issues
evacuation advisories.  The first choice
should be the home of family or friends
outside the storm surge zones or a motel.
The last option should be a public shelter.
While staying in public shelters is safer
and smarter than remaining in a storm
surge zone area, citizens should remem-
ber to carry the following items with them
and be self-sufficient:  Food, water, por-
table radio, extra clothing, and bedding.

Persons with special medical needs or
any special need should consult with their
physician for emergency planning.  Public
shelters lack the resources to provide
services to people who require daily nurs-
ing or medical care or who require assis-
tance in daily living activities.

For those people who live outside the
storm surge zones and stay at home,
winds and tornadoes present the greatest
threat during hurricanes.  Designate a
SAFE ROOM in your home.  The best
place is located at the lowest level of a
structure, away from windows and doors,

and in interior
areas such as
hallways,
bathrooms, or
closets.  When
you go to the
safe room,
remember to
take your
disaster sup-
ply kit.

If you do
not have a
NOAA
weather radio,
consider
buying one for
your home or
business.  This

radio provides the most reliable source of
information during weather emergencies.
They can be purchased at any electronics
store.

You may want to consider taking
CERT (Community Emergency Response
Team) training.  A course will be offered
starting Wednesday, June 16 at 6:30 p.m.
at the Public Safety Building, 301
Goodwin Neck Road.  The course typically
meets weekday evenings for eight weeks
and concludes with a Saturday morning
exercise.

For more information on CERT or
family emergency preparedness, call the
Department of Fire & Life Safety at 890-
3600, Monday through Friday, 8:15 a.m.
to 5 p.m.  Visit the web site:
www.yorkcounty.gov/fls.

Scenes like this one in Queens Lake were not uncommon
following last season's Isabel.
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York County Beautification Committee
Yard Debris Collection Service Reminders

Since this is the season for yard work, we would like to take this opportunity to
remind citizens about the options available for yard debris collection and/or disposal.
Each week, residents are allowed to place up to six clear bags or tied bundles of yard
debris out for collection with their refuse toter on garbage collection day.

In addition to this service, for an extra charge of $10 per load, residents can re-
quest special yard debris collection for the following:

Brush Bagged leaves Bagged grass
Limbs (must be less than 24" in diameter and less than 10' in length).

We are not able to pick up the following:
Stumps Construction or land-clearing debris
Dirt, rocks, or loose grass, leaves or straw
Limbs larger than 24" in diameter or 10' in length
Items placed under low power lines or low hanging tree limbs.

Yard debris must be placed at the roadside by 7 a.m. on Monday because our
drivers start collection early.  Please pile the debris within four feet of the roadside so
that equipment can reach your material.  Your debris will be picked up as soon as
possible, however, it may be collected as late as Thursday or Friday, depending upon
the week's workload.  If you would like to schedule a special yard debris collection,
please contact the Waste Management Center at 890-3780 by 12 p.m. on Thursdays in
order to schedule pick up for the following week.

Thank you, York County Recyclers!
The York County Waste Management Center is proud to announce that York

County recycled over 77 percent of waste generated during 2003.  Since 1995, each
locality in Virginia is required by state law to recycle at least 25 percent of its waste
generated - and many localities struggle to meet this goal.  Be proud that there are
many households and businesses here in the County that take the extra time and
effort to recycle, enabling your locality to far surpass state mandates.

Unfortunately, we were unable to include hurricane debris removal statistics in
the recycling report.  However, York County was able to recycle the remains of the
vegetative debris collected, thereby minimizing the amount of waste that was deliv-
ered to regional landfills.  In fact, we were able to identify a farmer willing to accept
over 13,000 tons of ash as soil amendment for his farm.

Our recycling statistics are a direct reflection of the many residents who take the
time to recycle in the County and it's an excellent achievement.  We especially appre-
ciate the efforts of our business owners and operators.  In fact, contributions from
business recyclers comprise well over half of our total statistic!  As a result of your
combined efforts, York County has had a consistently high recycling rate and we owe
this to the commitment of all those who recycle in the County - business owners and
residents alike.  Thank you for another job well done!

Beautiful York County
2005 Calendar Art Contest

Theme:  Beautiful York County
Artwork should depict your idea of the

most beautiful locations in York County
throughout the year.

Deadline: 12 noon,
June 25, 2004

All entries should be submitted to:
York County Beautification Committee

Attn:  Laurie Halperin
145 Goodwin Neck Road

Yorktown, VA  23692

Media:  Any color two-
dimensional medium and

photography

Size:  8x10 inch
landscape image

Awards:  13 Cash Prizes

The York County Beautification Committee is
sponsoring a calendar art contest.  Thirteen pieces of
art (approximately 6 photographic and 7 illustrations)
will be selected for the Beautification Committee's
2005 calendar.  Artwork will be judged by York
County's Beautification Committee based on the qual-
ity of the artwork and its adherence to the calendar's
theme.  Photographs and illustrations should be pre-
sented in color with an 8x10 inch image size.  All
York County high school students are eligible to en-
ter the contest and do not have to be fine arts stu-
dents.  One piece of artwork will be selected for the
cover and the artist will receive a cash award of $100.
Monthly artwork winners will receive a cash award
of $75 each.  In addition, each school's fine arts de-
partment will receive $25 for each winning entry.
All artwork submissions must be accompanied by an
entry form attached to the back of the artwork.  A
negative must accompany photographs.  Artwork will
be returned to the artist as soon as the calendar has
been completed.  However, the Beautification Com-
mittee is not responsible for any damage caused by
the printing process.

For more information or for entry forms, call
Laurie Halperin at 890-3780.

The Waste Management Center is comprised of the VPPSA Composting Facility, the
Recycling Center, and the Transfer Station.  It is located at 145 Goodwin Neck Road.
Hours of operation are Monday through Saturday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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Chesapeake Bay Preservation Area Revisions
Residents may be impacted by changes to regulations regarding
bodies of water

York County residents who own
property on rivers and creeks are not the
only ones affected by the new Chesa-
peake Bay Preservation Area (CBPA)
regulations.  Residents owning property
adjacent to drainage ditches and
streams could also be impacted by
CBPA regulations if it is determined
that the stream/ditch is perennial.  The
definition of a body of water with peren-
nial flow is a bit complicated, however, it
is essentially a natural or man-made
channel that flows year round.  The
County was required to revise the CBPA
regulations to comply with revisions in
the state regulations.

The Resource Protection Area
(RPA) is a vegetated buffer not less than
100 feet in width located adjacent to and
landward of tidal wetlands; non-tidal
wetlands connected by surface flow and
both sides of any body of water with
perennial flow.  The purpose of the RPA
buffer is to filter sediments and pollut-
ants before they reach the water.  Devel-
opment is not generally allowed within
the buffer.  Prior to any development on
a property, the CPBA regulations re-
quire all nearby ditches, streams, or
other bodies of water be evaluated to

determine if they are perennial.  Devel-
opment is defined as any man-made
change and includes building or enlarg-
ing a house, installing a shed, pool,
garage, or gazebo, and filling, excavat-
ing, grading, or paving.

When a body of water is determined
to be perennial, it must be protected with
an RPA buffer.  This often results in
homeowners' yards suddenly becoming
protected areas.  The regulations do
afford some relief to such properties.  For
example, there is an administrative
process for building or enlarging a home.
Accessory structures such as detached
garages, pools, sheds, patios, gazebos,
etc., may not be approved administra-
tively (i.e. by County staff).  Those prop-
erty owners desiring to build accessory
structures within the RPA must go
before the Board of Zoning Appeals
(BZA), which meets the fourth Thursday
of each month.  The revised regulations
required that the approval process for
accessory structures be changed from a
staff decision to a BZA decision.

A video is available for loan with
more information regarding the CBPA
regulations.  To borrow the video, or for
more information, call 890-3752.

Free Mosquito Dunks, Fish Available
If you have a pond in your yard, or if

there's stagnant water in a stream, barrel,
or unused pool near your home, you could
have a mosquito incubator.  Mosquito
Dunks are bio-control agents that kill
mosquito larvae.  Each "dunk" works up to
30 days for up to 100 square feet of sur-
face and is safe for people, pets, and fish.
Stop by Mosquito Control, 145 Goodwin
Neck Road, and pick up a free package of
two (only one package per residence while
supplies last). Mosquito dunks can be
purchased at garden centers and home
improvement stores.  If mosquito fish are
needed for your backyard ornamental
pond again this year, call 890-3790.  The
fish will be delivered to you at no cost.

Mosquito Season is Here
There has been a lot of media atten-

tion about mosquitoes and their potential
to spread diseases such as West Nile Virus
and Eastern Equine Encephalitis.  There
are many things you can do around your
home to eliminate mosquito breeding
areas in your yard:

Dispose of cans, bottles, and tires;
Turn over plastic wading pools, wheel-

barrows, buckets, and boats (anything
that can hold water);

Flush birdbaths and potted plant hold-
ers weekly;

Store pet bowls inside when not in use;
Empty, cover, or biologically treat

unused swimming pools;
NEVER put grass clippings and other

yard debris in drainage ditches.

County Works Throughout the Year
Due to the aftermath of Hurricane

Isabel, this promises to be a banner year
for mosquitoes.  The County's Mosquito
Control division is working to combat
mosquito populations with a  year-round
effort involving these three initiatives:

Continuing source reduction by main-
taining 100 miles of off-road County
easement drainageways to promote drain-
age for mosquito prevention.

Biological larvae treatments of all
freshwater breeding areas in addition to
using mosquito fish for control.

Seasonal truck and aerial pesticide
spray treatments as needed for flying
mosquitoes.

Call the spray hotline at 890-3793
after 3:30 p.m. Monday through Friday to
find out what areas are scheduled to be
sprayed each evening.  Spraying will be
canceled, however, due to excessive heat
or wind that makes the spray ineffective.

For those residents who are beekeep-
ers or desire not to have ground spray
treatments for personal reasons, please
call 890-3790 and leave your name, ad-
dress, and telephone number.  If we do not
receive this notification from you, spray-
ing will be conducted as scheduled.  This
notification needs to be made every year
as residents often relocate.

Protect Yourself and Family
The Virginia Department of Health

urges residents to use personal protection
when mosquito exposure is likely. In order
to protect yourself and your family, try
the following:

Use a mosquito repellent when going
outdoors.  A repellent with 30 percent
DEET for adults and 10 percent or less for
children is recommended by CDC.

Wear long, loose, and light-colored
clothing as mosquitoes are attracted to
dark colors.

Consider staying indoors during prime
mosquito-biting time (between dusk and
dawn).  However, also beware of the ag-
gressive daytime biter - the "Asian Tiger"
mosquito.
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Commissioner's Office Offers On-line Filing

Personal Property Registration/Proration
New vehicles must be registered

within thirty days from the date of
purchase.  A copy of the state registra-
tion or bill of sale is required.  Vehicles
will be assessed for the portion of the
year owned.  New residents must regis-
ter their vehicles within thirty days
from their move-in date.  A copy of the
current state registration for each ve-
hicle is required.  The vehicles may be
subject to a prorated tax.  Personal
Property tax is prorated on vehicles
only.  If a vehicle is purchased or sold, or
moved into or out of the County, that
vehicle may be subject to a prorated tax.
Assessments are based on the portion of
the year you actually own the vehicle in
York County.

Residents who move out of Virginia
will continue to pay taxes until that
vehicle is registered in the new state
and proof is provided to the Commis-
sioner of the Revenue.  Proration will be
based on the date the vehicle is regis-

tered in the new state.
The Federal Soldiers' and Sailors'

Civil Relief Act exempts active duty
military personnel from personal prop-
erty tax in any state other than their
legal state of residence.  Therefore,
vehicles registered in the active duty
nonresident military person's name only
will be exempt as long as each owner
furnishes an LES for the period of resi-
dence.  Any vehicle jointly titled with a
nonmilitary person is taxable.  If a
military member retires in York County,
a copy of the DD214 must be provided to
the Commissioner of the Revenue's
Office.  Vehicles belonging to military
retirees will be subject to a prorated tax.

Not meeting these deadlines will
result in late filing penalties.  If you
have any questions, please call the
Commissioner of the Revenue's Office at
890-3381, or visit our web site:
www.yorkcounty.gov/revenue.

Like many County government
offices, the Commissioner of the
Revenue's Office works hard to improve
services and procedures.  One way the
office has accomplished this is by provid-
ing access to forms on-line at
www.yorkcounty.gov/revenue.  As
the page loads onto your screen, click
the "Forms" button on the left-hand side.

By selecting the appropriate form,
new businesses can apply for a license
by completing, printing, signing, and
mailing the form, along with payment,
to the Commissioner of the Revenue's
Office.   Real Estate and Mobile Home
owners can file an application for Tax
Relief for the Elderly and Disabled.  New
vehicles, boats, and mobile homes can be

registered.  Residents can also notify us
of the sale or relocation of vehicles,
boats, or mobile homes.

Once the form is received, staff
members will verify the information.
Because certain forms require payment
at the time of filing, it is necessary that
these forms be printed, signed, and
mailed along with the payment (as in
the example above re: new business
licenses).  Taxpayers will be notified via
e-mail of the status of their registration.

Using the computer and the web
site reduces the amount of time it takes
you to register, apply, and/or file forms.
For more information, please visit our
web site at www.yorkcounty.gov/
revenue and click on "Forms."

Permits No Longer Required for Fences, Walls
Recently, the Virginia Uniform State-

wide Building Code (VUSBC) ceased
requiring the Building Code official of a
locality in Virginia to require that a
building permit be obtained prior to
beginning construction or erection of most
fences and walls in localities in the state.
However, a permit is still required before
beginning construction of fencing in
regards to swimming pools, containment
of hazardous materials, and retaining
type walls.

While the need to obtain a building
permit to erect or construct most fences or
walls has ceased, the requirements of the
York County Zoning Ordinance concern-
ing allowable locations and heights of
fence remain in effect.

Section 24.1-271(j) of the Zoning
Ordinance provides that, when erecting or
constructing fences or walls in residential
areas, fences in rear yards are restricted
to a height of no more than eight feet.  In
side yards the height is restricted to no
more than six feet while in front yards the
height may not exceed four feet.

No barbed wire or electrified fences
are permitted except in conjunction to a
bona fide agricultural operation (keeping
of horses in residentially zoned areas is
not classified as an agricultural opera-
tion).

Finally, all fences, when erected,
must be constructed with the "finished
side" facing outwards towards surround-
ing properties or rights-of-way, except
when such requirement is waived by the
Zoning Administrator.

Fences or walls constructed on com-
mercial or industrial properties are sub-
ject to similar requirements except that
maximum heights are as follows:  Side
and rear yards - maximum eight feet;
front yards - maximum six feet.

In all districts, fences must be located
so as not to block visibility at street or
driveway or circulation intersections.

All questions regarding fences or
walls should be directed to the Division of
Development and Compliance at 890-
3523.  Property owners are strongly

encouraged to consult with the division
prior to erecting fences or walls to ensure
that they meet all applicable standards.

The office is located at 105 Service Drive
and is open Monday through Friday, 8:15
a.m. to 5 p.m.
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VIRGINIA COOPERATIVE EXTENSION
100 County Drive, P.O. Box 532, Yorktown, VA  23690-0532

Virginia Cooperative Extension programs and employment are open to all, regardless of race,
color, religion, sex, age, veteran status, national origin, disability, or political affiliation.  An equal
opportunity/affirmative action employer.  Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work,

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, Virginia State University, and the U.S.
Department of Agriculture cooperating.  Dr. Judith Jones, Interim Director, Virginia Cooperative

Extension, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg; Lorenza W. Lyons, Administrator,
1890 Extension Program, Virginia State, Petersburg.

VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE
AND STATE UNIVERSITY VIRGINIA STATE UNIVERSITY

Plant Health Clinics
"Is there something wrong with my plants or are they sup-

posed to look like that?"  Ever feel like you need a doctor to
diagnose your plants?  Well, help is here!  Plant Health Clinics
are at homes where you can see problem situations as well as
plant pests.  This hour and fifteen minute tour/review of plant
health will arm you with information that you can apply to your
own landscape.  Clinics begin at 6:30 p.m. in a neighbor's gar-
den.  Register on-line at www.yorkcounty.gov/vce, or call
890-4940.  The agenda of plant problems and situations will be
posted for the clinic on the web ten days prior to the clinic.

May 20  Buckingham Drive, Goodwin Neck Estates, Dandy

4-H Chrysanthemum Project
This award-winning program for youth ages 10-15 combines

the skills of growing plants with the knowledge of how to market,
advertise, and sell your product.  Youth receive 20 rooted, virus-
free chrysanthemum cuttings, pots, and supplies to grow
throughout the summer.  The participant sells the flowering
mum in September and also harvests the profits.

Growing Mums Program Schedule
The Growing Mums program consists of five sessions begin-

ning May 26 with a completion in September.  Sessions are held
at the VCE-York County office.  Topics for each session are as
follows:

Session One - May 26:  At this first meeting participants
will receive materials to grow 20 chrysanthemums.  Youth will
be instructed on the proper potting of the plants and care for
their plants at home.

Session Two - June 2:  Learn how to pinch the mums to
control their growth.  Turn the cuttings into money as we learn
how to propagate the mums.

Session Three - July 7:  Learn how to account for the in-
come from these mums.  Learn what a balance sheet is and how
to record your earnings.

Session Four - August 11:  How do you work to develop a
customer base?  Learn how to properly introduce yourself.  Mar-
keting your product will also be taught.

Session Five - September 22:  The Wrap Up meeting will
tie the entire program together.

Registration deadline is May 21.  Fee is $20.  Go to
www.yorkcounty.gov/vce, "Upcoming Events," for informa-
tion.  Call 890-4940 to receive registration materials.

If you are a person with a disability and desire any assistive
devices, services or other accommodations to participate in
any of these activities, please contact the York Cooperative
Extension Office at 890-4940 during business hours of 8:15
a.m. and 5 p.m. to discuss accommodations ten days prior to
the event.

2004 Peninsula Master Gardener Training
The Peninsula offices of the Virginia Cooperative Extension

will sponsor the 2004 Master Gardener Training.  The training
will be held at the Northside Church of Christ, 1213 George
Washington Memorial Highway (Rt. 17), on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 12 noon.  The program begins on
September 7 with an orientation session scheduled through each
Extension Office prior to the start of classes.  Graduation is
scheduled for November 16.

The fee for the course is $75, which includes the purchase of
the 700+ page Master Gardener Handbook.  The training sched-
ule includes classes in Basic Plant Growth and Development,
Fruits, Tree and Shrub Identification, Vegetables, Weeds, Dis-
eases, Insects, and related horticultural subjects.  Field trips are
scheduled during the course.

The purpose of the Master Gardener program is to train
individuals in horticultural subject matter in order for them to
volunteer with their local unit of the Virginia Cooperative
Extension.  The volunteer receives a minimum of 50 hours of
horticultural information and upon graduation will return 50
hours of volunteer time towards the programs and activities of
Virginia Cooperative Extension. Volunteers assist and present
the education programs developed through the local extension
program.

Applications will be accepted until May 31.  An
interview will be conducted for those considered for acceptance.
Call your Cooperative Extension Office at 890-4940 for an
application or for more information.  This is a competitive appli-
cation process because there are limited seats in the class.

Certified Arborist List
Our web site has many publications, resources, and links for

your review.  We receive many questions about reputable and
certified individuals who perform tree pruning.  Visit our web
site to find a certified arborist in your area:
www.yorkcounty.gov/vce
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Voter Registration
The November Presidential and

General Election will be here before you
know it.  Are you registered to vote or
have you moved since you last voted?
Qualified residents are encouraged to
make application for voter registration
before the October 4 registration dead-
line.

Application for voter registration
may be made at the following locations:
York County Voter Registrar's Office,
York County Public Libraries, Griffin-
Yeates Center, all state offices of the
Departments of Health, Social Services,
Rehabilitative Services, Deaf & Hard of
Hearing, Mental Health, Mental Retar-
dation & Substance Abuse Service,
Visually Handicapped, Rights of Virgin-
ians with Disabilities, Motor Vehicles,
and Game & Inland Fisheries, and all
military recruitment offices.

Persons already registered who need
to report a change of their residence
address may do so by completing a voter
registration application.  To request a
mailed application, or for additional
information, call the Registrar's Office at
890-3440 (hearing impaired TDD 890-
3300) or visit our web site:
www.yorkcounty.gov/voting.

Do You Know How To . . .
Cut and paste in e-mail rather than forward it?
Use on-line templates to create sophisticated documents?
Average numbers in a spreadsheet?
Update the date in a letter automatically?
Create a personal database?
Add graphics to any document with ease?

Well, we do!  The Lifelong Learning Center provides computer technology training at a low cost right here in York County!
The York County School Division offers computer classes throughout the school year at the Lifelong Learning Center located at
York High School.  Our professional setting provides you with hands-on training, patient, knowledgeable instructors, handouts,
and small classes.

Courses include the following:  computer basics; internet basics; beginning and intermediate word processing*, beginning
and intermediate spreadsheets*, database, PowerPoint*, desktop publishing, HTML, ClipArt, and much more!

The cost varies due to the length of the class.  For more information, call Gail Massey at 898-0329 or visit the web site:
www.yorkcountyschools.org and click on "LLLC."

*Microsoft Office 97 and 2002.

WYCG-TV46 Highlights
York County Video Services produces a num-

ber of programs of interest to residents via Cox
Cable Channel 46.

Board of Supervisors Meetings - These
meetings are televised live on the first and third
Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m.  The meetings are
retelecast beginning Wednesday with the following
schedule:  Monday through Friday at 11 a.m., 7
p.m., and 11 p.m.; and Saturday and Sunday at 3
p.m.

Board of Supervisor Work Sessions - These
meetings are usually held the second and fourth
Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m.  The meetings are
retelecast beginning Wednesday with the following
schedule:  Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday at 3
p.m.; and Saturday, Sunday, and Monday at 7 p.m.

Planning Commission - Meetings are tele-
vised live on the second Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m.  Meetings are retelecast
beginning Thursday with the following schedule:  Thursday and Friday at 11:30 a.m.,
7:30 p.m., and 11:30 p.m.; and Saturday and Sunday following the meeting at 3:30 p.m.

York News - The York News programs are produced on the second and fourth
Wednesdays of each month.  York News airs Wednesday through Friday at 11 a.m., 7
p.m., and 11 p.m., beginning Wednesday at 7 p.m.  Additional retelecasts are Saturday
and Sunday at 3 p.m.

County Courier - This talk show dedicated to keeping residents informed about
the County airs Monday through Sunday at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 p.m., 6:30 p.m., and 10:30
p.m.

This schedule is subject to change.  Live meetings will preempt any previously
scheduled taped programs.  For up-to-date program information and to see the full
listing of programs, watch the WYCG-TV46 bulletin board or visit the  web site:
www.yorkcounty.gov.
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